12 Common Chinese Punctuation Marks

A2 8L 5558 [ AR 8 4 B bidodian fuhao @ Punctuation Marks

Punctuation Name When to use Example Reminder
? Fl19%/ 8] 5 At the end of a question HEBRT XH "/
wenhao PRE KB P v )
Ni xihuan shud Zhongwén ma?
Do you like to speak Mandarin?
! EvEsE/ me 2 Attheendofasentence | AR AKZT |/
jingtanhao or a short phrase which ARRKHT |

; D a5

fénhao

expresses very strong
feeling

To connect related
independent clauses

Jintian tai re le!

It is too hot today!

WwRARRTR » ZFIwEHEE
WwRARTH » ROKEFRE
Netflix o /

WwRARRT R > BFATRE B
WwRARTHR > BATHERE
Netflix °

RUgud mingtian bu xiayd, women jiu
qu hdibian; Rugud mingtian xiayu,
women jiu zaijia kan Netflix.

If it doesn’t rain tomorrow, we will go to the
beach; if it rains, we will stay at home and
watch Netflix.
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12 Common Chinese Punctuation Marks

Punctuation Name When to use Example Reminder
() HIR/ To explain or clarify KAKXR (FA-t3E ) EmLe
guahao/ kudhao | information * o/
BAR(TA=F5 ) 2EEE
£ o

W& mingtian (shiyué ershihao) yao hui
Taiwan qu.
Tomorrow (the 20" of October) I am going

back to Taiwan.
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12 Common Chinese Punctuation Marks

Some Chinese punctuation marks are

from other languages. Let’s have a look.

Punctuation Name When to use Example Reminder
° &) 3%/ 6] 5 Full stop at the end of the | % & —#Rowedfk - / In Traditional Chinese, the full stop is
juhao sentence £ Z— ok o full-width and is placed
W& yao yibéi kaféi. However, the font may change its
I want a cup of coffee. position.
, g/ E = To join together clauses HRILE  RABER - The comma is placed .In
douhao that deal with a certain W hén léi, wo xiang huijia. Mandarin,
topic or line of thinking [am tired. I want to go home.
and a full stop coming at the very end.
> IR/ 5 To separate words KEBAA BmEH FHEAER -/  Normally, itis placed
dunhao constituting a list HEXAR HE HEPEE - Windows keyboard:
W qugud Ribén, Yinggud, Hangud (Traditional Chinese)
han Méigud. (Simplified Chinese)
I've been to Japan, the UK, South Korea, and
the USA. Mac keyboard:
M ] 7]%8/ 5] = To show a quote, and to A AV N Quotation marks within quotation
(Traditional yinhao emphasise or to express Wt T AR o marks:
Chinese) satire T3 shud: "wo bue". Traditional Chinese:

(Simplified
Chinese)

He said, "I am not hungry".
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Simplified Chinese:



12 Common Chinese Punctuation Marks

Punctuation Name

When to use

Example

Reminder

g%/ B9
maohao

() EL%/ P LS

shiminghao

------ M Ep 5%/ MW 5
shanjiéhao

To prompt following
content or to summarise
content above

For titles of books and
films

Omission of a word,

sentence, or whole section

from a text without
altering its original
meaning, indicating

i T REAE )/
AR 1P
Tashudo : “méiwenti ! ”

He said, "no problem".

SEXGFTERS > Bl FEE

B EERMAEAR XK -/
FEXNTERS > Hlho FE

¥ AHARAARFXIK -
Xué Zhongwén de fangfa hénduo, lird,
kan dianying, kan shi han gén
péngydu yong Zhongweén lidotian.
There are many ways to learn Mandarin, for
example, watching movies, reading books, and
chatting with friends in Mandarin.
REB(=48)H?/

REZL (=% )B?

Ni kanguo Santi ma?

Have you read The Three-Body Problem?

VR -8 AT . SRR HEEY =

#aig o/
MR AR R
Kotk
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Most of the time, the usage of a colon
in Mandarin is the same as in English.
However, in Mandarin,

. Please see
the example sentence.

This mark is , occupying the
spaces as two characters.
Windows keyboard:

(Traditional Chinese)

(Simplified Chinese)



12 Common Chinese Punctuation Marks

RE| S 78 EWAT > — R EX[TE
ﬁ °

NY dao Taiwan qu llxing, yiding yao qu
Alishan.

You have to go to Mount Ali when traveling to

Taiwan.

Punctuation Name When to use Example Reminder
sentences are unfinished Ta jinzhangde shuo, ‘wo...wod Mac keyboard:
and the speech is on and zhénde...bu zhidao'. Shift + .+ U (Traditional Chinese)
off He said nervously, ‘.. Treally... don’tknow”. 1 Shift + 6 (Simplified Chinese)
B2 4ye/ &£ 2 Toindicate names WENEEERIT —BREBEEFTE It is placed under the names.
zhuanminghao oo/
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